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From the Desk of our Executive Director

Dear Friends and Family,

Five years ago, I had the privilege of  joining this organization as Executive Director. In 2021, as our world grappled 

with the profound effects of  COVID-19 and the many challenges that followed, I was reminded how vital 

Community Action is to our nation, our state, and especially our local community. Today, twenty-seven Community 

Action Agencies serve more than 97 counties across Michigan, delivering crucial programs and services that foster 

stability and hope. This year, the Saginaw County Community Action Committee proudly celebrates a remarkable 

milestone, 60 years of  dedicated service to our community (61 years as of  2026). We owe this legacy to those who 

came before us. Because of  their vision and commitment, programs like Head Start, legal aid, weatherization and 

housing assistance, emergency services, senior care and outreach, transportation, and health initiatives such as 

dentistry services have touched thousands of  individuals and families in our region.

None of  this would be possible without the unwavering dedication of  community leaders, board members, elected 

officials, staff, and volunteers who have always put our community first. As we look ahead, we are inspired to set 

our sails and embrace new opportunities. We remain committed to providing essential services for our residents 

while exploring innovative ways to serve and strengthen our community, creating lasting economic impact for our 

region.

That is why this anniversary is a celebration for all of  us, a moment written in the stars for every volunteer, staff  

member, board member, community partner, and resident who has ever been part of  our journey.

As we mark this milestone, I am deeply honored to lead this organization into the future. I remain committed to 

carrying forward our spirit of  hope and embracing the promise of  a brighter tomorrow, for all of  us.

Sincerely,

Hurley J. Coleman III
Hurley J. Coleman III, MSA,CCAP 

Executive Director & CEO 



 From the Desk of the Board Chair

Dear Friends, Supporters, and Community Partners,

Welcome to the Saginaw County Community Action Committee’s 60th Anniversary Celebration.

Tonight, we gather with immense gratitude and joy as we honor six decades of  service, advocacy, and community 

impact throughout Saginaw County.

Established on January 29, 1965, the Saginaw County Community Action Committee was formed less than a year 

after President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Economic Opportunity Act, launching a national movement to 

combat poverty and create pathways toward self-sufficiency for families across America. From its very beginning, 

Saginaw CAC was built upon a vision of  hope, opportunity, and action.

For 60 years, our organization has remained committed to mobilizing public and private resources to strengthen 

individuals, families, and communities throughout Saginaw County. Through programs and services focused on 

housing, education, employment, self-sufficiency, and family support, Saginaw CAC has worked tirelessly to help 

residents improve their quality of  life and build brighter futures.

As we celebrate this milestone anniversary, we recognize the countless staff  members, volunteers, community 

partners, board leaders, and supporters whose dedication has sustained this mission across generations. Most 

importantly, we celebrate the resilience and strength of  the individuals and families we have had the privilege to 

serve.

While tonight is a celebration of  our history, it is also a reflection of  our future. The work of  Community Action 

remains as important today as it was 60 years ago. Together, we remain committed to creating opportunities, 

restoring hope, and building stronger communities for generations to come.

Thank you for joining us on this special evening and for being part of  the continuing story of  the Saginaw County 

Community Action Committee.

With sincere gratitude,

Marlana Cork 
Marlana Cork

Board Chairwoman, Saginaw County Community Action Committee

Saginaw County Community Action Committee, Inc.

“Helping People, Help Themselves”





60 Years in the Spirit of Hope
 A Brief History of the Saginaw Community Action 

Center

1965 – Present

For sixty years, the Saginaw Community Action Center has stood in the difficult places where hope and hardship 

often meet. It was born during one of  the most consequential periods in modern American history, the War on 

Poverty, when communities across the nation were challenged to confront inequality not simply with words, but 

with action. In 1965, as the nation wrestled with civil rights, economic instability, and growing demands for social 

justice, leaders in Saginaw understood that poverty was not merely a condition of  income but also one of  

opportunity, access, and voice. From those earliest days operating out of  borrowed spaces at UAW/CIO Local 699 

and St. Rita’s Catholic Church, the agency began building what would become one of  the community’s most 

enduring institutions of  service, advocacy, and empowerment.

The founding of  Community Action in Saginaw reflected a larger national movement, but its spirit was deeply local. 

The early years were marked by urgency, creativity, and a belief  that residents themselves must play a role in shaping 

solutions for their neighborhoods. In 1966, citizen participation mandates were introduced, ensuring that the voices 

of  ordinary residents remained central to the agency’s mission. Legal Aid services began under the CAC umbrella, 

while medical outreach and emergency support programs responded to the immediate needs of  families who often 

had nowhere else to turn.

The late 1960s brought some of  the agency’s most transformative achievements. In 1967, the nationally recognized 

Head Start Program was established under the CAC umbrella, affirming the belief  that the fight against poverty 

must begin with children and families. Youth employment programs, work experience initiatives, and educational 

support services soon followed. Yet the agency’s work extended beyond economics alone. Programs such as the 

Saginaw Black Arts Festival, the Sphinx Art Council, and various community organizations reflected a broader 

understanding that culture, identity, and civic participation were equally important in strengthening communities.

By the 1970s, the agency had evolved into something far larger than a social service provider. It became a 

community convener, a place where partnerships formed, ideas were debated, and grassroots leadership emerged. 

Programs addressing dental care, nutrition, senior services, transportation, housing, addiction recovery, and 

workforce development expanded rapidly to meet residents' changing needs.

One of  the most enduring milestones came in 1975 with the launch of  the Weatherization Program. What began as 

an effort to help families reduce energy costs during Michigan’s harsh winters would grow into one of  the agency’s 

defining programs for decades to come. Thousands of  residents would eventually benefit from energy-efficient 

home improvements, utility assistance, and housing stabilization services.

The 1980s and 1990s marked a period of  institutional growth and stability. Commodity food distribution expanded 

dramatically, emergency assistance programs were strengthened, and housing counseling services became 

increasingly important as economic conditions shifted throughout the region. In 1984, the agency moved to its 

Perkins Street location, a moment that symbolized permanence and long-term investment in the community.

Leadership transitions during these years also helped shape the organization's direction. Dedicated board members, 

executive directors, volunteers, and frontline staff  guided the CAC through changing political climates, funding 

structures, and community needs. The agency’s ability to adapt while remaining mission-focused became one of  its 

greatest strengths.



As the new century approached, the CAC continued modernizing its operations while responding to increasingly 

complex community challenges. Strategic planning initiatives expanded. Technology modernization improved 

service delivery. Housing counseling, tutoring programs, financial literacy initiatives, and family self-sufficiency 

programs reflected a growing recognition that poverty is often tied to education, trauma, housing instability, and 

generational inequities.

The years following 2009 brought some of  the most visible demonstrations of  the agency’s impact. Through federal 

stimulus investments and weatherization funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, millions of  

dollars were invested in homes throughout Saginaw County. These investments not only improved housing 

conditions but also generated jobs, strengthened local contractors, and stabilized neighborhoods.

Then came 2020, a year that tested communities across the globe. When the COVID-19 pandemic disrupted daily 

life and deepened economic hardship for countless families, Community Action once again responded with urgency 

and compassion. Emergency assistance, food support, housing stabilization, and CARES funding became lifelines 

for residents facing uncertainty unlike anything seen in generations.

Under the leadership of  Executive Director Hurley J. Coleman III, the agency entered a new chapter focused on 

renewal, modernization, and strategic growth. Significant ARPA investments helped support building renovations, 

emergency food response efforts, housing initiatives, and community development projects. The agency expanded 

food storage capacity, renovated facilities, strengthened partnerships, and continued positioning itself  as both a 

service provider and a community anchor institution.

Today, the Saginaw Community Action Center enters its sixtieth year not simply as an organization, but as a living 

reflection of  perseverance, advocacy, and hope. Across six decades, millions of  dollars have been invested into 

neighborhoods, housing, emergency services, youth development, senior outreach, food security, and workforce 

initiatives.

History often remembers institutions by the buildings they occupied or the programs they operated. But the true 

history of  Community Action in Saginaw is found in the people whose lives were changed: the child who entered 

Head Start prepared to learn, the senior who received emergency assistance during winter, the family who remained 

safely housed, or the resident who discovered that their voice mattered within the life of  the community.

For 60 years, the work of  Community Action has never been about programs alone. It has been about preserving 

dignity, restoring possibility, and reminding an entire community that hope becomes most powerful when it is 

placed into action.

                                        Scan Here to View the CAC History Timeline 



Denise Harlow 
Chief Executive Officer 
National Community Action Partnership 

May 2026 

Dear Saginaw County Community Action Committee, Inc. Team, 

On behalf of the National Community Action Partnership, it is my great honor to extend
heartfelt congratulations to Saginaw County Community Action Committee, Inc.
(SCCAC) on the remarkable milestone of your 60th anniversary. 

For six decades, SCCAC has stood at the forefront of service, advocacy, and opportunity
for the residents of Saginaw County. Your enduring commitment to supporting low-
income individuals and families reflects the very spirit and Promise of Community Action.
As one of Michigan’s 27 Community Action Agencies, and among nearly 1,000 CAAs
nationwide, you exemplify the strength and impact of this national network. 

Your comprehensive approach to service is both impressive and inspiring. From case
management and senior outreach services to emergency assistance and vital food and
nutrition programs, SCCAC has consistently responded to community needs with
compassion and innovation. Your housing initiatives, including the Affordable Housing
Program, Home Repair Program, and Weatherization Assistance Program, 
demonstrate a deep understanding of the critical role stable housing plays in long-term
success. 

At the heart of your work is a mission that resonates across the entire Community 
Action Network: to serve as a proactive and dedicated hub that empowers individuals
and families to achieve greater prosperity. Your vision of a county where all residents
have access to the resources and opportunities needed for self-sufficiency is not only
admirable, it is essential. 

SCCAC’s ability to leverage funding, talent, and partnerships to create pathways to
opportunity has made your organization a model of innovation, flexibility, and
effectiveness. You have built a legacy that inspires confidence and fosters 
collaboration, attracting the support and partnerships necessary to continue this critical
work. 

As you celebrate 60 years of impact, please know that your efforts have made a
profound difference in the lives of countless individuals and families. We are proud to
stand alongside you and look forward to the continued progress and positive change you
will bring in the years ahead. 

Congratulations once again on this extraordinary achievement. 

With sincere appreciation and admiration, 
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TRIBUTE

••• Dinner is Served •••

Promise of Community Action -------------------------------------------------------------------------- Jasmine Calhoun

Memorial Tribute -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Micah Dunn

Master of Ceremony-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Pastor James Glenn

Grace -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Bishop Zachery Williamson

Welcome ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Marlana Cork

Greetings --------------------------------------------------------------------------------- National  & State Representation

 Saginaw Board of Commissioners (Michael Webster, Commissioner)

 Brenda Moore – Former Board Chair | Mayor, City of Saginaw 

National Community Action Partnership (NCAP)

History of Community Action --------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Gerald Little

Invocation ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ Bishop Hurley J. Coleman Jr.

Board Chair, Saginaw CAC

Senior Pastor, Saginaw Full Gospel Holy Temple

CAC Board Member, Senior Pastor, Center of Attraction Ministries

President, SAAP | Senior Pastor, World Outreach Campus

“A Change Is Gonna Come” (Sam Cooke)

Former CAC Leader & Program Director | CEO, Saginaw Youth Protection Council

Former CAC Board Member | Vice Chairman, Saginaw County Board of Commissioners
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Closing Remarks

 

 

Keynote Speaker -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Glenn Wilson

Lifetime Achievement Award -------------------------------------------------------------------------- Omawale Art Smith

Lifetime Achievement Award---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Mary McMath

Presentation of Awards

Community Service Award--------------------------------------------------------------------------------  Emmaus House  

Volunteer of the Year------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Janice Coleman

Community Trailblazer Award------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Exie Robinson

Lifetime Achievement Award-------------------------------------------------------------------------- Lillie Williams-Grays

Video Presentation & Call to Action ------------------------------------------------------------------ Hurley Coleman III

CEO / Executive Director, Saginaw County CAC

Community Leadership

Executive Director (2004–2021)

President & CEO, Communities First, Inc.

CAC Deputy Director 

40 years of service to CAC

Introduction of the Speaker ---------------------------------------------------------------------------- Hurley Coleman III

CEO / Executive Director, Saginaw County CAC

———————————————————————————— 





JOIN TODAY!
 

follow us:

989.754.6575
888.288.3261
TeamOneCU.org

• Stopinto any TeamOne Credit Union location.
• Connect with us through Video Banking at TeamOneCU.org.

Recognized by Newsweek and Plant-A-Insights
Group as one of America’s Best Regional

Credit Unions for the third consecutive year! 

Experience the 
BEST!
 Newsweek • Recognized by 

Best Regional Credit Unions for the third
consecutive year!

• Personalized financial advice and resources
tailored tofityourneedsandempoweryour
financial dreams.

• Join a Team thatstrivestomakeapositiveimpact
through initiativesthataimtobuildastronger,more
connected community.

• Convenient digital bankingoptions,includingVideo
Banking, Online/Mobile Banking,chat,andtextbanking.

as one of America’s





For over 120 years, Isabella Bank has proudly served
Michigan communities with integrity and purpose. 
We’re proud to support the Saginaw County Community Action
Committee’s 60th Anniversary Gala and stand with those
empowering individuals and families to achieve economic
security and build a stronger, more self‑sufficient community.

Member FDIC Equal Housing Lender

Supporting Central Michigan Communities Since 1903

A Legacy of Service. 
A Future of Commitment.

Learn more about us 
and our story today at
isabellabank.com/about.





Congratulations Saginaw Community
Action Committee on 60 years of service.

 

BEDI Office
A003 | diversity@delta.edu | 989-686-9017

At DeltaCollege, we are committed to the success ofall students. Weknow theyface 
challenges inside and outside of the classroom and are devoted to creating a network
of community support for our students to thrive.

Proud Community Action Partner





 






